THE MARONITES                           99

been chosen In the year 685, and who died In 707'.* Most
Maronites trace their name to this abbott, whose memory is
still connected with the remains of a monastery near the
source of the Orontes, which is said to have been erected on
the spot where he once lived.3 While it is quite possible that
the "abbott" is mythical, it may be taken to be a matter of
history that Yuhanna Marun was the first patriarch of the
Maronites. The learned Josephus Assemanus (to use the
Latinized form of Yusif es~Sim'any), in his "Bibliotheca
Orientalis," a ponderous work in four tomes (1719-1728),
not only defends the first Maronite patriarch from the
charge of heresy, but declares that " he cultivated the vine
of the Lord so faithfully in the shores of Phoenicia as to
bring into obedience to the Church of Rome many Mono-
physites and Monothelites." 3 This is not the place to dis-
cuss in detail a purely academic question, which my Maron-
ite clerical friend acknowledged could be defended by good
arguments on both sides; for the Maronites, whatever they
may have once believed, have been loyal to Catholic doc-
trine for over seven hundred years. The arguments relative
to the question whether or not they ever held the Monoth-
elite idea of the nature of Christ have been elaborately
presented, in accordance with the given point of view, both
by the late Joseph Dibs, Maronite Bishop of Beyrout^
naturally maintaining "perpetual orthodoxy," and by the
late Joseph David, Syrian Catholic Bishop of Damascus,
antagonizing the claim.4 The Maronite partisans are able
to quote the authority of Pope Benedict IV, who declared

JDr. Wortabet argues that the name Maronites was used prior to
the name Hardaites, as the Lebanese were called Rebels in consequence
of their persisting in the heresy of Marun. ("Religion in the East/'
p. 104.)

2 Dr. Robinson describes these remains in his famous "Researches,"
vol. Ill, p. 539.

3"Bibliotheca Orientals," torne I, cap. 43, pp. 496 ff. Cf. my
article on "The Maronites/' op. tit., p. 129.

4 See "La Perpetuelle Orthodoxie des Maronites/' translation by
T. Vazeux of an Arabic work by Dibs, Arras, 1896; also an Arabic work
by Joseph David, with the subtitle in French: " Recueil de documents
et de preuves centre la pr^tendue orthodoxie perpetuelle des Maron-
ites.'' (For sale in Cairo.)